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YOUR COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO TODAY'S RACES

Wednesday, July 8, 2026 * Race Day 35

Today's selections and commentary by: Ray Cotolo

Full-Card Selections J$1EP4 Ticket|$1 MP4 Ticket|$1 LP4 Ticket] $1P5 Ticket

6-4-2-1 (W 1-4-3-5 6-7-4-9 Race 1: 4,6
3-1-6-5 [y 3-5-1-6 3-8-4-5 Race 2: 3
3456 WKW 3-2-8-4 1-8-7-9 Race3:3,4
Race 4: 2,8
2-8-1-4 BCM 2-6-5-3 5-1-2-4
4-56-1 KLY 8-7-2-6 4-2-7-5 Total: $8.00
2-5-1-6

1 Mile / Pace * 4YO & Under NW 1 EXT PM LT CD Claiming
(6) PRINCE PALONE has found his stride against a bunch

that continues to struggle and may be able to again work a
great trip with his gate speed. (4) PURPLE TOAD finally gets a
good draw off a sneaky effort last out and an impossible spot
before that. Most of this field is lacking in trustworthy form so
the price will at least be right on this one if she steps forward.
(2) FIRST COLT seems to have improved slightly with Lasix but
maybe factors better against this group with this improved
post. (1) MRGRINDANDGOGETIT will find the winner's circle
one day, but he still has to time his brush towards the later
part of the race for it to get him to victory. Maybe he can
make that kind of move with where he lands from the pylon
post?

1 Mile / Pace * KYSS 3YO Colts & Geldings “B” Division 1 of 3
(3) SEA BISTRO HANOVER closed nicely for fourth in the last
KYSS event and now gets a better draw to maybe sit closer

to the action where his punch can get him a win. (1) ROCK-
NACIOUS ships west from alright races at The Meadowlands
but will have to show solid speed without Lasix. He should be
forward but the pylon post could make his trip slightly more
difficult if others leave faster. (6) TREACHEROUS has improved
with every start of the sophomore season and ships off a
strong :54.2 back half to win against weaker. He'll have to
handle facing tougher in this race but he may have the speed
to handle it. (5) WATCHFIRE finds a group he can better
handle after giving futile chase from a pocket trip last out.

He has speed to use off the car and can certainly pounce and
score against a group like this.
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Race 5:4 Race 13:1,7,8 Race 9: 2,6
Race 6: 1,4 Race 14: 1,5 Race 10: 8
Race 7: 3 Race 15: 4 Race 11: 6,7
Race 8:2,3,8 Race 16: 2,5 Race 12:3,4,8
Race 13:1,7,8
Total: $6.00 Total: $12.00 Total: $36.00

1 Mile / Pace * KYSS 3YO Colts & Geldings “B" Division 2 of 3
(3) COUP STATION had to race from an uncomfortable spot
first up last time in a race where the top two finishers raced
one-two around the track. He should appreciate the class
relief into this “B” level and again finds a good post to nav-
igate a hopefullly cleaner trip. (4) CAVIART ANDERS fought
hard to the finish at long odds for third by less than a length,
showing further improvement from his lines coming into Oak
Grove. He could continue on the upswing and lands a great
post to be involved. (5) A PERFECT MOMENT saved ground for
third but maybe tries to roll forward for the lead against this
bunch? That seems like his best chance at winning and maybe
the lighter group encourages him to blast. (6) BENNY B HILL
closed well for a check and can possibly do the same at an
alright price.

1 Mile / Pace * KYSS 3YO Colts & Geldings “B” Division 3 of 3
(2) THISBEESTINGS DEO comes in from solid miles at The
Meadowlands where he's shown sharp early speed as well as
good fight from off the speed. He gets a draw advantage on
the one to beat, (8) PROLIFIC BLEND, and can maybe utilize
that on his move out west. PROLIFIC BLEND has been sharp
this year though, finishing no worse than second in seven
starts; but a lot of seconds. He's going to have to fire from the
wide draw and his tendency to get caught late makes me
wonder if he's vulnerable to one like THISBEESTINGS DEO

or others? (1) TALK SOFTLY has kicked nicely in all the races
where he'’s been flat but finds a spot here with the pylon draw
where he maybe can sit in a striking spot instead of closing
ground into a :54.3 back half. (4) CAVIART HARTLEY similarly
could hit the ticket now that he gets a better draw and
escapes better company that ripped around the track two
weeks ago.
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1 Mile / Pace * KYSS 3YO Fillies “B” Division 1 of 3

(4) GRACIOUS ships west from a win with a :55.4 back half and
an overall nice progression through five starts this

season. She's ripe to race for good money here. (5) LETS
JUSTIN TURTLE was even chasing her peers around last time
but has shown speed off the gate in the past and maybe can
work into a stalking position now that she has that flat mile in
her belt. (6) CARRY BACK tired going first up against paceset-
ter Interstellar last out but will have a tough trip potentially in
store again from the widest draw. She’s shown good enough
speed otherwise to at least get a piece. (1) ESTUARY may not
be as quick as most in this field but she does draw inside for
the first time in awhile and that maybe puts Bender in a prime
spot to get a good chunk.

1 Mile / Pace * KYSS 3YO Fillies “B” Division 2 of 3

(1) GONEBUTNOTFORGOTTN has shown wicked late speed
in her three starts despite not yet finding the winner's circle.
She may be able to finally strike here with an inside draw on
her main competitors while hopefully offering an okay price.
(4) BAHAMA MOMMA is one to beat but likely takes strong
play off a pair of defeats to Miss Jum Jabber, the only filly this
season to beat Loua Dipa. Her late kick seems a little weaker
than GONEBUTNOTFORGOTTN's, but she has speed to use
from this draw that could get her the lead. (3) MAKEMBLUSH
HANOVER has improved with racing experience but may be a
notch below the best inside this group as she still builds her
speed. (5) SHE B MINNIE was runner-up to Miss Jum Jabber in
a Weiss Series preliminary when showing early speed, so she
may be able to push forward for position. If not, she's shown
she’s capable of coming from off the speed to hit the ticket

too.

1 Mile / Pace * KYSS 3YO Colts & Geldings “A” Division

(3) SHOW ME YOUR ACE set a track record under wraps when
winning last out and has a great overall resume from his
freshman season. One to beat. (5) PAPI RICK got a golden split
around the last turn that helped him win the race, but his
overall will to plug forward is the most noteworthy attribute
about him into this race. Even if he's caught off the speed, his
ability to pass horses makes him a major player. (1) CAPTAIN
APPLE has speed to use off the gate to maybe work a stalking
trip behind his stablemate SHOW ME YOUR ACE, in which
case he can probably hit the ticket. (6) CAPTAIN BRUNSON has
posted eyecatching back-to-back wins here at Oak Grove but
has a much tougher task drawing wide in this race. He's been
showing all the right things though in winning his races so he
may be able to work a trip and still finish well.
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1 Mile / Pace * KYSS 3YO Fillies “A” Division

(3) HOPE HILL won with ease as the main speed in her most
recent and draws in the right spot among the speeds to
probably get her way again. (2) CAVIART DAISY capitalized off
a trip and stands to maybe find a trip again depending on
where she can land in the sprint off the car among the inside
four. (8) GALA maybe offers a price inside of this race because
of the poor draw, which could be worth taking because her
efforts in the Fan Hanover stand out in this field. She can
handle coming from off the speed and may get lost in the
betting shuffle. (4) INTERSTELLAR has been strong at Oak
Grove with back-to-back miles in 1:50.4 but could have her
trip cut out for her if she A) can’t get the lead and/or B) has
to grind from off the speed. Can maybe hit the ticket still in
those cases.

1 Mile / Pace * KYSS 3YO Fillies “B” Division 3 of 3

(2) PAPI ROBIN gets an improved draw after a no-show effort
out of post 7 with much fleeter rivals to her inside. This looks
like a spot where she can float away and actually get into the
action at a good price. (6) SUNNY STATION enters from good
efforts in the NJSDF and is Todd McCarthy's choice over Papi
Robin, which probably hammers her price down further. She's
well meant, but her races before the NJ SDF were just okay so
I'm unsure whether she thrived against weaker or remedied
an issue between May and June. The latter seems likely but |
don't want to swallow a short price from here. (5) CARNATION
gave chase in an impossible spot last time but could possibly
factor against this relatively even bunch, unless SUNNY
STATION does go a freaky mile. (3) SUNSOWNSOMEWHERE
comes off Lasix but has been good at getting checks in her
races by virtue of her gate speed. She can probably leave and
sit here to chase around for a share.

1 Mile / Trot « Open Handicap

(8) JIGGER DK wins until someone else can. Sure he had fast
fractions in front of him last time but watch in his most recent
how easily he hustled down the center of the track to win.
This horse is a freak. (7) PLATINUM AS went a big mile in his
second start over the track to just get collared, which makes
another speed job seem possible for him since he only came
a length short of victory. (2) VUGOO gets the right draw to find
a helmet to follow and rally from to maybe add a bit of value
to the verticals. (6) LITTLE EXPENSIVE always factors at this
level but he struggled to rally off a pocket trip from fast early
fractions. He could be more pace dependent than imagined
but he's classy enough to still probably hit the ticket.
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1 Mile / Pace « NW $6,500 L4 CD

(6) HAZARDOS is supposed to blast from this spot on the

class drop and take them all the way around. He seems to be
back in form following injury in mid-May and will be tough if
he does roll to the lead. (7) NIGHT HAWK should fire forward
with Gingras driving and probably stands his best chance if he
can sit the pocket, which could be tough for him to work with
other competing speed inside likely pushing for position. (4)
THUNDER COUNTRY lands a post that should make Shetler
leave the gate for a spot close to the speed, where he has
done well to at least hit the ticket from those stalking trips. He
maybe offers a price on the verticals. (9) GUITARS CADILLAC
could overcome the wide draw that likely puts him in last, but
he has a strong enough kick to still get a minor share.

1 Mile / Pace ° Ky. Pref. Claiming $10,000

(3) LIFE TURNS has remained a consistent threat from stalking
spots against this group since winning on June 8 and could
work a great trip to capitalize now that he doesn’t have to face
a rival like Carana N that posted stronger wins than usual for
this class. (8) JUST PLAIN LOCO returns to the level he's
dominated but he will have to fire from this wide post and

he has lately needed strong breathers to finish his races for
the win. Whether he gets what he wants or not is probably
the gamble, but he's always been sharp here. (4) D A WICKED
SHINE returns from a brief layoff following a second-place
finish, and he's come back from these short breaks to win
before so maybe he'll benefit from being fresh. (5) GRANITE
RIDGE LADY loves to brush by tired horses and could be set
up to do so depending on how strong the main speeds fire,
not to mention the presence of horses like MACKERAL A,
VIRGIN STORM and KISSINBYTHEBEACHES to maybe ensure a
hot or contested tempo.

1 Mile / Trot « 4YO & Under Maiden / NW 1 EXT PM LT

(1) RICHTER looked beautiful in the warmup on June 16 but
broke stride behind the gate. I'm going to take a chance that
maybe | saw something in her because her :27.2 final quarter
and :56.4 back half in her qualifier could make her
competitive in this lukewarm group. (8) NEHALENNIA has
speed to use against weaker competition like this to maybe
lead them around the track, but she’s struggled to lead weak-
er on the east coast in the past so she may not be great value
as a win price but a solid key for verticals. (7) YOU AND ME AS
has shown good late speed to get a slice in the past but broke
stride in her most recent. She will likely get a

conservative steer to stay flat here, but if she can stay smooth
she may still find her way onto the ticket. (9) CROSS THAT
BRIDGE fired from a wide draw for a piece last out and has no
reason not to do the same again.
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1 Mile / Pace « NW $4,000 L4 CD

(5) CARANA N makes his first start off the claim for Jamaal
Denson off a game win on the lead in a 1:52.1 mile last out.
That sort of speed, as long as it didn't take anything out of
him, could get him to the winner’s circle against this group. No
reason Denson won't fire him, either. (1) HIGH HO HEZ SILVER
closed well in his move up in class last time to finish fifth
behind hard-closing Flo Jo, who since has been competitive at
the Fillies & Mares Open level. The pylon draw should allow
Putnam to put him close to the action where he can offer a
shout at a price. (2) SILVERSHOE CHIXY also lands in a good
spot to secure a nice seat and push past tiring horses late. (4)
SWING DANCING may try to take a shot off the car and could
potentially hold better now that he is not facing as tough as
he has of late.

1 Mile / Trot « NW $4,000 L4 CD

(4) OUT THE WINDOW adds Lasix off a clunker mile that
clearly shows she bled and needs it. Though she is a 3-year-
old facing older, she has speed to use off the gate and may be
able to grab an easy check from this draw.

(2) GENERALLYSPEAKING S will take money on the drop in
class and has gone miles that would make him competitive
against this group, but the probable favoritism doesn’t seem
like great value overall inside of this race. (7) MISTER DAD has
hit his stride of late and can probably thrust into the race like
he did last time. (5) GHOSTBUSTER SA exits the NW 2 class
and has been racing well enough to probably handle this
move up in class fine enough to get a check.

1 Mile / Pace * 6YO & Under NW 3 EXT PM LT CD Claiming
(2) CLAPTON had nice speed at the end of his mile last time
once shaking free from his pylon trip and closed slight ground
on loose winner IMAPRICELESSPRINCE. He could work a good
trip again and maybe makes a winning strike from a stalking
spot this time. (5) SPECIAL DRAGON continues to show that
he'll get close to a win when having fast fractions set in front
of him, but | don’t know that he'll necessarily need that against
this group since he was able to leave into a close position last
time for second against a much better horse. He's in better
form now but always takes money, so proceed with caution.
(1) IMAPRICELESSPRINCE got his long-awaited win last out
following many terrible trips and shuffles out of contention,
but I don't know that he will launch and have that sort of easy
trip again. There isn't really much value to bet that he will,
anyway, but he’s in good enough form that he should hit the
ticket. (6) CAVIART SHETLAND is on the cusp of a nice upset
one of these days the way he’s flown into the number late, but
he will need a pace meltdown for that to happen. Otherwise,
he may be able to close and add some value to the exotics.
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SHEET STATS

2026 STATS | WINS | TOP PICK | 2ND PICK | 3RD PICK | 4TH PICK | ALL PICKS
(30 DAYS)

#OFRACES | 399 148 68 51 48 315
WIN % 37.09% | 17.04% | 12.78% | 12.03% | 78.95%
RETURN | (5798) | $733.86 | $459.62| $717.30 | $76234| $2,763
ROI % 8.04% | -42.40% | 10.11% | -4.47% | -16.26%
Q‘E’TGURN sa64| 561| ¢886| 1292 $8.01
a”EET%m 334 s404| 586 694 5445
AVG ODDS 279 66| 913| 1667| 880
gﬂsg'SAN 157 420 582| 1146 462
MULTI-RACEBETS | # OF HITS | TOTALCOST |  TOTAL RETURN ROI
PICK 5 ($.20 BASE) 453 | ($429.40) s44873 | 4.50%
PICK 4 ($1 BASE) 6/40 | ($580.00) $54148 | -6.64%
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